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Hebrews - Introduction

Problem of Authorship
· Author is uncertain.  Many have been suggested, including:  Luke, Barnabas, Apollos, Clement of Rome, Silvanus, Philip, Priscilla and Paul.
· Paul is most commonly attributed as author.  Many of the "church fathers" state him to be the author.  Plus there are some internal evidences which point to Paul.
· Author imprisoned (10:34)

· Similar quote (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; 10:38)

· Timothy as companion (13:23)

· Deep concern for Israel (Rom. 9:1-5; 10:1-4)

Book Written to Hebrew Christians
· Brethren (3:1,12); Beloved (6:9); Partakers (3:1,14).
· These Jewish brethren were tempted to return to their former religion, under the Old Law, perhaps due to persecution (10:32-38).
Date of Writing - 66-68 A.D.

· A book dealing with Jews and the Old Law would have reference to the destruction of Jerusalem if it had already happened. (70 A.D.)

· Most commentators believe that "the Day" of Hebrews 10:25 refers prophetically to the destruction of Jerusalem.

Theme:  The Superiority of Christ

· Word "better" is used 13 times (1:3; 6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6 [twice]; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 50: 12:24).
· The book of Hebrews provides the most striking contrast between everything associated with Jesus Christ, and those things which preceded Him.

· Among other significant aspects of the book is the Faith "Hall of Fame" contained in Hebrews 11.

Hebrews - 1

God's Last and Best Revelation (1-4)
· There were "various" times, ways and messengers (prophets) before Christ. (1)
· God's last messenger is His Son. (2)
· God's Son is Heir, Creator, Brightness of His glory, very Image of His person, Omnipotent, Sacrifice for sins, and Coregent. (3)

· Jesus is better than the angels.  By inheritance having received a "more excellent name." (4)

Jesus, Greater than the Angels (5-14)
· Jesus, not the angels, is God's Son. (cf. Ps. 2:7; 2 Sam. 7:14) (5)
· The angels exist to worship the Son. (cf. Deut. 32:43) (6)
· Angels as ministers are contrasted with Jesus as God, the Son. (cf. Psa. 104:4; 45:6,7; Isa. 61:1-3) (7-9)
· Note:  Jesus was "anointed" by God "with the oil of gladness more than Your companions." (9)

· Regarding Jesus, the Son of God: (10-12)

· "laid the foundation of the earth."

· Wrought the heavens with His own hands.

· Eternal in nature and person.  "But you are the same, and Your years will not fail." (12)

· Phrase, "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool" spoken to Jesus, not the angels. (13)

· Position of Angels:  Ministering spirits.  (Servants). Serving God's will regarding the redemption of mankind. (14)

· Comparison:  Prophets and Angels are ministers (servants), where Jesus is God, the Son.  So, Jesus, and his message (vs. 1-4) is better.

Hebrews - 2

The Danger of Drifting (1-4)
· The key to not drifting - giving the "more earnest heed." (1)
· With greater blessings comes greater responsibility - intimated in this is the possibility of apostasy. (2-3)
· Words of Jesus and his disciples verified as truth by miracles from God. (4)

The "Lowering" of Jesus (5-9)
· The world to come is put in subject to the Son, not angels. (5)
· This was accomplished through Jesus' obedience to  God.  He was made "a little lower than the angels", and then "crowned with glory and honor." (6-8)
· Ultimately, all things will be subject to Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 15:24-28). (8)

Benefits Accessed by Jesus' Suffering (10-18)
· Jesus was "perfected" through suffering, thus an acceptable "captain" of our salvation. (10)
· Though Jesus is the sanctifier, He is also our brother.  He is not ashamed of us. (11-13)

· He is both God and man.  This duality made Him capable, through death, to destroy the Devil. (14)
· By His victory over the Devil, Jesus releases all who were subject to bondage. (15)
· Jesus did not come to earth to save angels, but men. (16)

· In order to save men, Jesus had to become a man.  In this he is equipped to be a High Priest, making a sacrifice of atonement for man. (17)

· Jesus was tempted, and as such is capable of sympathy for all mankind.  (18) ( cf. 4:15)
Hebrews - 3

Christ Faithful as a Son (1-6)
· Christ, as Apostle and High Priest, is compared to Moses in His faithfulness toward God. (1-2)
· But, as God, Jesus is worthy of more glory than Moses. (3-4)
· Moses was a servant, but Jesus is a Son over His own house.  We are that house if we are faithful. (5-6)

Our Call to Faithfulness (7-15)
· Therefore, (gives a reason for the coming exhor-tation), learn from the bad example set by Israel during times of rebellion. (7-11)
· Having learned from that example, avoid unbelief and the subsequent departure from God.  Rather, exhort and encourage one another daily. (12-13)
· A true believer is a steadfast believer. (14-15)

Warnings from the Wanderers (16-19)
· Example of unbelief:  The entire generation that came out of Egyptian bondage led by Moses were guilty of rebellion. (16)
· Example of those subjected to God's anger (for 40 years):  That same generation "whose corpses fell in the wilderness." (17)
· Example of those who were refused entry into the land of Canaan:  That same generation, because they "did not obey." (18)

· Consider the above:  The wanderers, having heard God's will, did not believe God, and as a result did not believe Him.  As such, they incurred God's anger.  This led to 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, and a failure to enter the land of rest.  Thus, the summary statement, and lesson for us today, "So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief." (19)
Hebrews - 4

God's Promise of Rest (1-10)
· Admonition:  Fear and believe, because faith is required of those who would enter into the rest of God. (1-3)
· God promised rest to the Jews.  Some did not receive it because of disobedience. (4-6)
· However, a rest is promised that has not yet been delivered.  "For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day." (7-8)

· That rest is yet future, promised to us in Christ.  It is eternal rest, when we cease from works (cf. Matt. 11:28-29). (9-10)

God's Tw0-Edged Sword (11-13)
· Word of God is the standard upon which we will be judged.  Disobedience to that word will prevent our entering that promised rest. (11)
· The word of God is sharper than a two-edged sword, in that it is able to discern.  Ultimately the intent of the passage is to establish the ability of God's word to judge man, even to his innermost thoughts and purposes. (12)
· Because of this, we stand exposed to the One who will judge us, and must be completely true to Him. (13)

Jesus, Our High Priest (14-16)
· Jesus Christ is our High Priest, serving in Heaven itself.  This is motivation for us to be steadfast. (14)
· Jesus is qualified to serve as High Priest because of his ability to sympathize with man.  He is able because He too was a man, and was tempted as we are tempted, though he did not sin. (15)
· Christians are encouraged to boldly approach God because of Christ's effectiveness as High Priest. (16)
Hebrews - 5

Qualifications of High Priesthood (1-4)
· Those who are High Priests are called by God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.  They do not take this honor to themselves, it is granted by God. (1,4)
· High Priests can be compassionate because they too are men, subject to weakness and sin.  The sacrifices the offer are for their own sins as well. (2-3)
Christ's Priesthood is Eternal (5-11)
· Christ did not usurp the position of High Priest, it was granted Him by God, according to the order of Melchizedek, the priest/king of Salem. (5-6)
· Jesus "learned obedience", though praying the cup would pass, when he suffered and died on the cross. (7-8)
· The obedience of Christ perfected Him.  Thus, He has become the Savior of those who obey Him. (9)

· The concept of Christ's Priesthood after the order of Melchizedek, though central to the redemption of man, was hard to understand for those who had become dull of hearing. (10-11)
Spiritual Stagnation (12-14)
· The context of this section continues through (6:8).

· These Hebrew Christians had regressed rather than progressed in their faith.  They should have been teachers, but were again in need of instruction regarding even the first principles of the gospel. (12)
· Those who are unskilled in the word are referred to as babes in Christ.  (Note:  It is not a sin to be a babe, but it is not appropriate to remain a babe.  This is the point of this passage). Further, note that a lack of diligence naturally leads to regression. (11-13)
· Those who have discernment, (the ability to rightly apply what they have learned from God's word to the choices they must make in their lives), are described as "of full age." (14)
Hebrews - 6

Progression or Apostasy (1-8)
· This context began at 5:12.
· What is proper is to progress by establishing oneself in the rudiments of the gospel, then going on to "perfection."  In effect, becoming mature and complete through a study of God's word. (1-3)
· Those who regress to the point of apostasy can't be touched by the word to bring about repentance. (4-6)
· The point of apostasy leading to condemnation is illustrated by the writer. (7-8)

Better Things (9-12)
· Despite his warnings, the author was confident that the good his readers had done would result in their renewed diligence, and their acceptance by God. (9-10)
· An exhortation is given that the readers would emulate those who showed their faith and steadfastness, looking to the "full assurance of hope" throughout their lives. (11-12)
Our Anchor of the Soul (13-20)
· Our hope is based upon "two immutable things":
· His promise to us.  "Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you."

· His confirmation by an oath as "because He could not swear by no one great, He swore by Himself."
· Either should be sufficient.  God promised, and He can not lie (18).  An oath carries with it a greater burden.  Even one who is willing to lie normally will often be hesitant to do so when bound by an oath (for example, in a court of law).
· The two together give us "strong consolation." (18)

· This hope is sure and steadfast, and is demonstrated as viable by Jesus' (cf. 1 Cor. 15:20-26). (19-20)
Hebrews - 7

Melchizedek, King & Priest (1-10)
· When Melchizedek met Abraham, Abraham gave tithes to Melchizedek (1,4), and Melchizedek blessed Abraham (1).
· Melchizedek was King of Salem.  As there is no record of his birth, rise or death, he, as a figure, is without genealogy, and has neither beginning nor end of life.  As such he is a wonderful type of Christ, as the eternal High Priest and King. (2-3)
· Argument:  Since Melchizedek was greater than Abraham, the priesthood of Melchizedek is greater than the priesthood of Levi. (4-10)

The Need for Another Priest (11-19)
· The Levitical Priesthood and the Law are coupled, and the Levitical Priesthood is imperfect.  A change was needed, and with the change of Priesthood there is the necessity of a change of law as well.  (11-12)
· Jesus is of the tribe of Judah, and could not serve as Priest under the Old Covenant. (13-14)
· Christ is a priest like Melchizedek.  Eternally serving as both Priest and King. (15-17)

· With the change of priesthood, there is the annulling of the Old Covenant. (18-19)

Jesus Christ is a Better Priest (20-28)
· Jesus is a better High Priest because He was made Priest with an oath.  As such, His priesthood assures a superior covenant as well. (20-22)
· Jesus is a better High Priest because He lives forever.  Therefore, He is able to "save to the uttermost" because He ever "lives to make intercession for them." (23-25)
· Jesus is a better High Priest because His sacrifice is better.  He offered Himself once for all (cf. 10:1-4).  He "has been perfected forever." (26-28)
Hebrews - 8

The New Priesthood Described (1-6)
· Main point the writer is attempting to make:  Our High Priest is better than the high priests under the old order of Levi.  He is seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  He is the minister of the "true tabernacle" erected by God in heaven, not man on earth.  (1-2)
· Jesus, as other priests, exists as priest to offer gifts and sacrifices (note: offered himself, cf. 7:27). (3)
· Christ could not serve as a priest on earth.  This is the realm of the Levitical priesthood. (4)

· Levitical priesthood's service was to the "copy and shadow" of the heavenly things.  As such, their service was inferior to the service of Christ. (5-6)

· Note in verse 6 the use of the word "better."  "better covenant"; "better promises." (6)
The New Covenant (7-13)
· The need for the new covenant is seen in the inadequacies of the Old.  (Note:  In "fault", we do not indicate that God's efforts were flawed.  Rather, the fault of man could not be remedied under that Old Law). (7)
· "Because finding fault with them..."  God found fault with the Jews for not keeping the law perfectly.  In their inability to keep the law, a new covenant that could deal with sin had to be established.
· Quote from Jeremiah 31:31-34.  In the new covenant, God would "be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more" (8-12)

· Two covenants can not be in effect at the same time.  In order for the new covenant to be in effect, it is necessary that the old covenant be made obsolete.  It, in effect, vanishes away. (13)
Hebrews - 9

The Earthly Sanctuary (1-5)
· The ministry of the Levitical priests, under the Old Covenant, was accomplished in the tabernacle. (1-2)
· A short description of the tabernacle and its furniture. (2-5)
Ministrations Under the Old (6-10)
· Daily ministrations took place in the first part of the tabernacle. (6)
· Once a year the High priest went into the second part of the tabernacle to make a blood offering for sin. (7)
· The true (effectual) sin offering was not made under the Old Covenant. (8-10)

The Heavenly Santuary (11-15)

· The more perfect tabernacle is in heaven. (11)

· Christ came to that Holiest of places to offer Himself as an effectual sin sacrifice. (12)
· Christ's offering better than animal sacrifices. (13-14)

· Christ is the Mediator of a new and better covenant. (15)

The Mediator Must Die (16-22)

· In order for a new covenant to come into force, the Mediator of that covenant must die. (16-17)

· A covenant is dedicated with blood. (18-21)

· Blood must be shed for sin to be remitted. (22)

Christ's Sacrifice (23-28)

· In contrast with the ministry of Levitical Priests, Jesus offering of Himself in the true tabernacle was effective.  We can look forward to judgment, because Jesus is coming again, apart from sin, for salvation!
Hebrews - 10

Animal Sacrifices Insufficient (1-4)
· There is a reminder of sins every year in the sacrifices themselves. (3)
· The blood of bulls and goats is insufficient. (4)
Christ's Death in Accord with God's Will (5-10)
· Jesus sacrifice a matter of Biblical prophecy. (5-9)
· The Old Law is taken away that the New may be established. (9)
· We have been sanctified through that sacrifice. (10)

His Death Perfects the Sanctified (11-18)

· Jesus Christ perfected the sanctified through His death. (11-14)
· Since there is remission in Christ's sacrifice, there is no more need for an offering for sin. (15-18)
Exhortation to Faithfulness (19-25)

· Because of Christ's sacrifice, we have full assurance.  We should hold fast to our hope. (19-23)
· We must help each other (edify). (24-25)
The Just Shall Live by Faith (26-39)
· The seriousness of willful sin. (26-31)
· God's people need to have endurance in living for Christ. (32-38)
· True faith in God, faith that saves, does not falter. (39)
Hebrews - 11

Faith Defined (1-3)

· Faith defined.
· Faith secures for the faithful a "good testimony."
Examples: Early History (4-7)
· Abel, Enoch and Noah are presented as examples of
faith.
· Without faith it is impossible to please God.
The Hope of Heaven (8-16)

· Abraham and Sarah are presented as examples of
faith.
· All of these are examples of individuals who lived
as pilgrims on earth.  The homeland they sought was
heaven.
· These did not receive the promises of God while alive.
However, they believed, and persevered for a future
hope.
Examples: Patriarchs (17-22)

· Abraham is again presented as an example of faith.
· Isaac, Jacob and Joseph are presented as examples
of faith.
Examples: Moses (23-29)

· Moses is presented as an example of faith.
· His parents too, as they hid Moses as a baby, are
presented as examples of faith.
· Note:  Faith leads to proper priorities.
By Faith They Overcame (30-40)

· Rahab is presented as an example of faith.
· Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jepthah, David, Samuel
and the prophets are presented as examples of faith.
· Others are presented in general as examples of faith.

· Again, all of these individuals, despite their
faithfulness, did not receive the promise of God.  They
lived and died before God fulfilled his promise
through Jesus Christ.

· "God having provided something better for us, that
they should not be made perfect apart from us." (40)
Hebrews - 12

Running the Race (1-2)
· This point finishes the theme begun in chapter 11.  They serve as our example, we should run the race (our lives) with endurance. (1)
· Christ is our ultimate example, and the motivation for running that race. (2)
God's Discipline (3-11)
· Consider the example of Jesus Christ as you suffer trial and chastisement. (3-8)
· Chastening from God serves as proof of His love toward us. (9-10)
· Chastening, though difficult, is profitable. (11)

Renew Your Spiritual Vitality (12-17)
· Consideration of brethren needed to keep all faithful and acceptable to God. (12-16)
· The consequence of unfaithfulness is rejection. (17)
The Christian's Company (18-24)
· Unlike the Israelites, whose access to God was limited, as Christians we have complete and intimate access to the Almighty God through his Son Jesus Christ.
Our God: A Consuming Fire (25-29)
· God must be heeded.  Those among the Israelites who did not listen suffered grave consequences. (25-26)
· Today, as recipients of God's grace, we receive a kingdom which can not be shaken.  This gives us motivation to heed God, and serve Him acceptably. (27-28)
· "Our God is a consuming fire." (29)
Hebrews - 13

Concluding Moral Instructions (1-6)
· The writer encourages his readers to love and hospitality. (1-3)
· The writer maintains the sanctity of the marriage relationship (as contrasted with fornication). (4)
· The writer warns against covetousness. (5-6)

Concluding General Instructions (7-17)
· The writer instructs his readers to remember the example of the leaders who legitimately held authority over them. (7)
· The writer affirms the unchanging nature of the Christ. (8)
· The writer warns against apostasy and the influences of false teachers.  Of special note are the false positions taken with relation to the Law (dietary restrictions and sacrifices. (9-16)
· The writer instructs his readers to obey (submit) to their present leaders.  To resist them is counterproductive. (17)
Request for Prayers (18-19)
· The writer (most probably Paul) asks for the prayers of those reading his epistle (expressing his own righteousness before God. (18)
· He expresses a desire that prayer be offered that a journey to them might be expedited. (19)
Final Thought (20-25)
· The writer offers a written prayer in Christ's name for his readers. (20-21)
· He asks for their serious consideration of his words. (22)
· His final greetings include a reference to Timothy.  The phrase, "has been set free" may indicate an otherwise unknown imprisonment suffered by the evangelist. (23-25)
"But to which of the angels has He ever said: 'Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool?'" 


                                                          (13)





Chapter in a Nutshell





Christ is better than the prophets and better than the angels.  He is the ultimate in time, "last days"; power, "upholding all things" and position, "a more excellent name."





Discussion Questions





1.  Consider the Muslims' claim that Jesus was a prophet, but that Mohammed's message trumps His because it is the latest.














2.  Explain what is meant by the term "last days" that appears in verse 2.

















3.  How does the description of Jesus in verse 2 and 3 correlate with Psalm 45:6-7?  What does it establish concerning Jesus?














4.  What divine attributes are given to Jesus in the description recorded in verses 10-12?














5.  What is the purpose of angels as they relate to mankind?





"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone." (9)





Chapter in a Nutshell





God sent his Son to earth to secure redemption for man.  He did this by perfecting Jesus through suffering and death.  Because Jesus was tempted and suffered, He is able to come to the aid of mankind.





Discussion Questions





1.  Why must we as Christians give the "more earnest heed" to the things we have heard (in contrast to those who heard the words of "angels")?











2.  At present, do we see all things "under Him" (cf. 2:8)











3.  In light of verse 9, what can we say about the Calvinistic contention that Jesus' sacrificial blood was shed for the redeemed only (The doctrine of Limited Atonement)?











4.  Why was it necessary for Jesus to share in "flesh and blood" to be our Savior? (cf. vs. 14, 17)











5. How is it that Jesus can serve as High Priest?  (see 7:1-19) 





"Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have.  For He Himself has said, 'I will never leave you nor forsake you.'" 


                                                 (verse 5)





Chapter in a Nutshell





Having finished his discourse, the writer finishes by giving some final moral and spiritual instructions to his readers, before offering his final benediction and greetings.





Discussion Questions





1.  Define covetousness, and give some examples of covetous actions.














2.  What is the difference between an adulterer and a fornicator (vs. 4)?














3.  Explain what it means to "Remember those who rule over you" (vs. 7), and "Obey those who rule over you."














4.  Discuss the various things that Christians may pray for when making intercession on behalf of their brethren.














5.  Why would the writer specify that greetings be made to those who "rule over you" (vs. 24)?





"Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.  For our God is a consuming fire." 


                                       (verses 28-29)





Chapter in a Nutshell





An application is made following the examples of faith in Chapter 11.  As they were faithful, so must we be faithful, even in the midst of chastening and tribulation.  Those of Israel who were not, did not escape.  Neither will we, if we are not faithful to Him and His Son, Jesus Christ





Discussion Questions





1.  Who is the motivation for the race we run?








2.  Explain how something as painful as chastening can be profitable to the child of God?














3.  Explain the significance of the phrase, "fall short of the grace of God."











4.  Explain how the Christian has unlimited access to God, while the Israelite did not.














5.  Explain what the writer means by the phrase, "Our God is a consuming fire" (vs. 29).





"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." 


                                     (Hebrews 11:1)





Chapter in a Nutshell





The Hebrew writer describes both the nature and benefits of faith, primarily by referring to examples of men and women in history who serve as examples of the faithful.





Discussion Questions





1.  Please explain the definition of Faith supplied in verse 1.

















2.  Why is it impossible to please God if you do not believe?

















3.  Explain how the patriarchs, and we as Christians, are pilgrims in this present world.

















4.  In what way does faith help us to set our priorities correctly?

















5.  What is the "something better for us" mentioned in verse 40?





"And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the day approaching." 


                                                   (24-25)





Chapter in a Nutshell





The death of Christ is what perfects those who are sanctified before God.  Because of what Jesus has done for us, we must be motivated to "hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering."





Discussion Questions





1.  Can we explain why the blood of bulls and goats was insufficient as a sacrifice for sin?











2.  Is it God's will that the Old Covenant be taken away?  It is replaced by what?














3.  Who are the sanctified, and what does it mean that they are "perfected forever"?











4.  What is covered in the phrase, "not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together"?











5.  Why is willful sin so serious in God's eyes?





"And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of man.  To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation." 


                                                   (27-28)





Chapter in a Nutshell





The earthly sanctuary, where Levitical priests served, is only a copy of the greater and more perfect tabernacle of the New Covenant.  Too, the ministry of the priests under the Old can't compare with the ministry of Christ, who shed His blood for the remission of sins.





Discussion Questions





1.  What was the purpose of the first tabernacle?














2.  Describe the yearly offering of atonement.














3.  How was Jesus sacrifice of Himself superior to the Old Testament sacrifices?











4.  When Jesus lived on earth, were men under the New Covenant?  Or the Old?











5.  Contrast the first coming of Jesus with His second Advent.





"But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises."


                                                       (6)





Chapter in a Nutshell





The purpose of the preceding chapters was to establish Jesus as a new and better High Priest.  As high priest, he is the Mediator of a new and better covenant, established on better promises.  In every sense of the term, His ministry is "more excellent."





Discussion Questions





1.  Compare and contrast the earthly sanctuary and tabernacle with the heavenly sanctuary and tabernacle.











2.  Using the description of the earthly ministry of Levitical priests (5), how is Jesus' ministry more excellent?











3.  What does it mean when the scripture identified the Old covenant as faulty?











4.  Identify the main points of the prophecy contained in Jeremiah 31.











5.  Does verse 13 indicate that the old covenant had not yet become obsolete, or was it already obsolete at the writing of the Hebrew epistle?





"Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing.  But He, because he continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood." (23-24)





Chapter in a Nutshell





The priesthood of Melchizedek is better than the priesthood of Levi.  The priesthood of Levi is limited, and there was the need of another priest to "rise according to the order of Melchizedek."  Jesus is that High Priest, "the Son who has been perfected forever."





Discussion Questions





1.  Detail the ways Melchizedek serves as a type to Christ's antitype.








2.  The Hebrew writer argues by necessary inference in verses 1-10.  How can this be used to illustrate fundamental truths regarding estab-lishing Bible authority?








3.  In verses 11-19 the Hebrew writer argues that silence is restrictive.  How can this be used to illustrate fundamental truths regarding estab-lishing Bible authority.?








4.  Explain how the change of Priesthood necessitates and change of covenant.








5.  Why is it that the "blood of bulls and goats" had to be offered daily, and were still ineffectual; and in contrast the blood of Jesus need be offered only once?





"Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us." (17-18)





Chapter in a Nutshell





Apostasy is possible, but the Hebrew writer was confident that his readers would instead be saved.  This, because of their diligence, but even more because of God's faithfulness!





Discussion Questions





1.  Why is it impossible for an apostate to be renewed "again to repentance"?











2.  How is it that apostates do the following: "crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame." (6)











3.  How can the contemplation of our hope lead to diligence rather than sluggishness?











4.  What are the "two immutable things" that ensure that God is going to deliver on His promise of eternal life?











5.  In what way is Jesus a "fore-runner" when contemplating the hope we have "as an anchor of the soul"?





"And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, called by God as High Priest 'according to the order of Melchizedek...'"  (9-10)





Chapter in a Nutshell





Priests are called by God to make sacrifices on behalf of the people.  Jesus was called  by God to eternally serve as High Priest, offering Himself as a sin sacrifice for all mankind.





Discussion Questions





1.  Why does the Hebrew writer emphasize that the office of priest is not taken by man, but appointed by God?











2.  Compare and contrast the com-passion of the Levitical High Priest with the compassion Christ is able to feel for mankind.











3.  Why is Jesus said to be a priest after the order of Melchizedek? (cf. 7:1-19)











4.  Notice the significance of obed-ience in verse 9.  Jesus obeyed, and became perfect.  We are saved as a result of our obedience.  How does this correlate with the doctrine of salvation by Faith Only?











5.  Explain the meaning of the phrase, "those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil." (14)





"For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." (12)





Chapter in a Nutshell





Three separate, but related points:  A rest remains for God's people.  God's Word is a powerful weapon of discernment.  Jesus Christ is our compassionate High Priest.





Discussion Questions





1.  What does Psalm 95:11 do to the idea that the rest referred to for God's people has its only and ultimate fulfillment in entrance into Canaan?











2.  What is the "rest that remains"?











3.  Is there a firm distinction between "soul and spirit", and does the term "joints and marrow" refer to the physical body? (12)











4.  What does the phrase "passed through the heavens" mean? (14)











5.  Explain how that Jesus, as a High Priest in Heaven, and tempted but sinless, differs from the High Priests that served under the Old Law (cf. 5:1-4; 7:11 - 8:6).





"Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called 'Today,' lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin."  (12-13)





Chapter in a Nutshell





As we consider the faithfulness of Jesus, and by contrast the unfaith-fulness of the wilderness wanderers, we should heed the admonition to be faithful in our own lives.





Discussion Questions





1.  Explain what is meant by the phrase, "consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus" (1).











2.  What is meant by the caveat, "if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end" (6)?











3.  Explain how exhortation stands as an opposite action to departure from God through unbelief (12-13)











4.  How long must we remain steadfast?  Is this requirement just?











5.  Consider how belief and obedience are correlated in verses 18-19.  Compare to Hebrews 11 and James 2:14-26.





"And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us"   (11:39-40)





Book in a Nutshell





Better things!  Jesus and the New Covenant are superior to the Old Covenant and its institutions.





Discussion Questions





1.  We don't know for a certainty who wrote Hebrews.  Should that change our view of its inspiration and trustworthiness?








2.  Some Jewish Christians were tempted to return to the Old Law.  Are there any such associations that might tempt Christians to turn from the gospel today?








3.  Why do commentators contend that "the Day" of Hebrews 10:25 has reference to the imminent destruc-tion of Jerusalem?  To what else could it refer?








4.  Does the contrast between the Old and New Covenants contained in this epistle show a lack of respect for the Old Covenant and its institutions?  If not, why not?








5.  After reading the Hebrews 11, what is meant by the writers statement in verse 40, "that they should not be made perfect apart from us."








(Please put answers on back of page or another sheet of paper)








